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(b. Mantua, Italy, 5 January 1871; d. Verona, Italy, 8 November 1952)
geometry.
Fano was the son of Ugo and Angelica Fano; his father, a Garibaldian, had independent means. Gino studied from 1888 to
1892 at the University of Turin under Corrado Segre; while there, he met Guido Castelnuovo and specialized in geometry. In
1893–1894, while at Gö ttingen, he met Felix Klein, whose Erlangen program he had translated into Italian (Annali di
matematica, 2nd ser., 17 [1889–1890], 307–343). From 1894 to 1899 Fano was assistant to Castelnuovo in Rome, was at
Messina from 1899 to 1901, and in 1901 became and in 1901 became professor at the University of Turin, where he taught
until the Fascist laws of 1938 deprived him of his position. During World War II he taught Italian students at an international
camp near Lausanne. After 1946 Fano lectured in the United States and Italy. In 1911 he married Rosetta Cassin; two sons
became professors in the United States.
Fano worked mainly in projective and algebraic geometry of n-space Sn. Early studies deal with line geometry and linear
differential equations with algebraic coefficients; he also pioneered in finite geomentry. Later work is on algebraic and
especially cubic surfaces, as well as on manifolds with a continuous group of Cremona transformations. He showed the
existence of irrational involutions in three-space S3, i.e., of “unirational” manifolds not birationally representable on S3. He
also studied birational contact transformations and non-Euclidean and non-Archimedean geometries.
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